
 

 
   

 

 

Department of  

Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Last Chance to Register: 

 

The Virtual Learning Community for Faith Formation 

(VLCFF) is an initiative celebrating its 20th 

anniversary that offers adult religious education and 

faith formation anytime and anywhere via the 

internet.  The goal is to support the Church’s 

professional ministry of religious education and faith 

formation in cyberspace.   

 

To celebrate their 20th anniversary VLCFF is offering 

e-seminars for $20.  These sessions begin on October 

18 and end on November 21.  These sessions include: 

 Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 1.1 

 Hope in Times of Crisis 

 Our Hearts Were Burning (the U.S. Bishop’s Document on Adult Faith Formation) 

 

VLCFF also has 33 other courses that begin on October 18.  Use this link to see what is available 

and to register.  These sessions are more expensive at $105.00 plus the costs of books.  

However, the Diocese of Des Moines will reimburse you or your parish 50% of the 

enrollment fee upon successful completion.  We do not reimburse the costs of books and 

materials.  Patty Origer has been taking sessions through VLCFF as part of her formation as the 

Diocesan Coordinator for Persons with Disabilities.  She shares her experiences below.   

 

“In the past six months I have taken two courses from the University of Dayton related to Special 

Needs Ministry.  One course was their introduction to disability ministry and the other was 

related to Fundamentals of Deaf Ministry.  Both courses were very well organized and provided 

some very thought provoking questions and insights. They introduced us to some great books 

although there is not time to finish the book in five weeks.  I look forward to finishing those 

resources, along with many other additional resources they shared with us throughout the course 

as I grow into my ministry position.  I certainly downloaded many of the resources they shared 

for future reference. 

 

Growing Disciples – Wednesday Wrap 

Glorifying God – Growing in Faith 

Living our Catholic Faith in the World  
October 14, 2020 Edition 

https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/#cycle_7_2020_English


We had people in the course from across the US and some from Canada and other countries.  It 

was interesting to learn more about the Catholic Church and ministries in other countries.  The 

last class on Deaf Ministry our instructor actually got “special” permission to host a voluntary 

ZOOM meeting that we could all attend if we wanted to.  This was the first time they allowed this 

to happen in an “online course”  And I think we all enjoyed that so we could see each other and 

share things about our lives “in person” vs. just in our discussion boards.  

 

I recommend the University of Dayton VLCFF courses for faith formation on a variety of 

different topics related to the Bible, social justice, and catholic teaching that are accessible 

online for use anytime and anywhere” 

 

If you have questions about VLCFF courses and seminars, please contact Dr. Cheryl Fournier 

from St. Pius X parish.  She is a VLCFF course facilitator.  Direct any questions about 

scholarships to John Gaffney.   

 

Upcoming Webinars worth your time: 

 

RCL Benziger -  ZOOM in Abundance!  Building Vibrant 

Communities Online with Sister Donna Ciangio, O.P. on 

Thursday October 22 at 2:30 pm Central Time.  Are you 

wondering how to engage your students, families and adults 

remotely?   What are simple ways to create community while 

online? 

Key Concepts:   

 We can do this! 

 A great way to keep connected 

 A great gift for life-long learning 

 

Register here in advance for this webinar. 

 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 

webinar. 

 

Ave Maria Press – Divorced. Catholic. Now What? – What the Church Needs to Do Better 
with Patty Breen on Tuesday, October 20 at 2:00 pm Central Time.  The webinar will address 

how the Church can better support and encourage divorced and civilly remarried Catholics, bust 

common myths about annulments, and explain the difference between civil divorce and 

annulment.  She will also offer practical resources to use in your parish and share some helpful 

and not-so-helpful things to say to someone going through a divorce.  This is a great session for 

all but especially those working in RCIA ministry.  Register using this link.   

 

Ave Maria Press has more than fifty archived webinars worth watching.  Use this link to access 

their webinar library.   

 

Sadlier Religion – Implementing the New Directory for Catechesis in Parishes with Deacon 

Matt Halbach, Ph.D. and Andrea Chavez-Kopp on Wednesday November 4 at 5:00 pm Central 

mailto:cfournier@saintpiuschurch.org
mailto:jgaffney@dmdiocese.org
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_OABiXSJXTci9tylocIzWXg
https://www.avemariapress.com/webinars
http://www.avemariapress.com/webinars/videos


Time.  This webinar will help you think through what Directory for Catechesis means for you 

and your parish as they discuss: 

 What is “new” about this new Directory? 

 What are we already doing right? 

 Where can we improve/grow in our approach to catechesis? 

 How do we apply what is new in our programs? 

 What role does technology play in evangelization and catechesis? 

 

Use this link to register for the webinar.   

 

National Catholic Association of Diocesan Directors for Hispanic Ministry (with the 

USCCB and Sadlier Religion) – Implementing the New Directory for Catechesis for 

Hispanic Communities on beginning on November 24 at 7:00 pm Central Time and ending aon 

January 21, 2021.   

 

Free pastoral workshops on the new Directory for Catechesis.  It is advisable to take ALL 

workshops to have a complete view of the new directory. Directed for Ministers and Pastoral 

Agents, Parish Catechetical Leaders, Diocesan Leaders of The Hispanic Ministry, 

Superintendents, RICA Coordinators, Directors and Teachers of Catholic Schools, Catechists, 

Preachers, Pastors/Priests/Deacons, Minister of Youth, and Parents.  Use this link to register.   

 

Young Adult Podcast – Friends, Romans, Iowans: 

 

The Diocese of Des Moines has partnered with Iowa Catholic 

Radio to launch a new podcast titled Friends, Romans, Iowans 

and hosted by Alex Kautzky, Executive Director of the St. 

Thomas More Center, and Maddie Maher.  Currently there are 

four podcasts available: with Bishop Joensen (God is in Control), 

Adam Storey (Vocation, Discernment, and Rash Vows), Father 

P.J. McManus (Netflix & the Primal Quality of Water), and 

Father Kyle Dingman (Fasting, College Ministry, and the 

Importance of Liturgy).  More continue to be added on FRIdays 

(Friends Romans Iowans day) in the coming weeks.   

 

You can find the show and subscribe using Apple podcasts, Spotify, iHeartRadio, Google 

Podcasts, YouTube, and most other places you get podcasts.  To submit questions for upcoming 

guests or suggest a topic or guest for a future episode, email the show at 

FriendsRomansIowans@gmail.com.   

 

Virtual Family of Believers Update from Tom Quinlan: 

 

This is a reminder that the initiative, from Ss. John and Paul Parish and the 

St. Joseph Educational Center, called A Family of Believers wants to be a 

support to your parish faith formation program this year.  At any time and in 

any way, you are welcome to draw from the resources, activities and video 

content located at https://virtualfamilyofbelievers.weebly.com.   

https://go.sadlier.com/religion/implementing-new-directory-for-catechesis-parish-november-4-2020
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUrd-GprDMqE9BoN-_-GpRgruMMKhaJRrHV
mailto:friendsromansiowans@gmail.com?subject=Question%20or%20Suggestion%20for%20the%20Show
https://virtualfamilyofbelievers.weebly.com/


New content is being uploaded all the time so check the site frequently.   

 

If you utilize the traditional gathered mode for faith formation but are also looking to increase 

your attention to the "family", you may find this site an easy and free way to do so.  If you want 

to bolster your focus on parents and other adults in the parish, be sure to check out the monthly 

content provided by Tom Quinlan and by a national speaker.  This month parents and other 

adults can hear from a noted spirituality author, Becky Eldredge.  Please consider how to take 

advantage of these adult formation resources that are yours for the using and sharing with your 

parishioners. 

 

If you have questions relating to any of this, please don't hesitate to be in contact with Tom 

Quinlan. 

 

October Important Dates: 

 October 17 – Saint Ignatius of Antioch, bishop and martyr 

 October 18 – World Mission Sunday 

 October 23 – Saint John of Capistrano, priest 

 October 28 – Saints Simon & Jude, apostles 

 

Have a great week!  Thank you for your leadership. 

 

 

mailto:tquinlan@sjeciowa.org
mailto:tquinlan@sjeciowa.org

